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organic species had been accomplished. Geologists
had no difficulty in explaining how the present con-
formation of the earth's crust had come about, for
the forces determining its shape and composition
might be seen perpetually at work. Astronomers
had never witnessed the birth of a stellar system ;
but physical analogies enabled them to interpret it
as a process of condensation on the largest scale.
Millenniums of recorded experience taught his-
torians how social structures are built up. But no
human eye had ever seen a new species come into
existence, nor could naturalists name any force
capable of creating so much as a new beetle.
Palaeontology proved that the marvel had somehow
or other come about over and over again in
geologic time; how it came about remained a
mystery. Robert Chambers sought the key in
embryology, which is indeed an abridged record of
evolution, suggesting the successive transforma-
tions of one living type into another; but it merely
gives evidence of the changes, leaving their causes
unexplained.

Help came from the social sciences, and especially
from the most complete among them, which was
Political Economy. Since Adam Smith, the
increasing division of labour had been a recognised
note of industrial progress; and Aristotle, the
greatest naturalist of antiquity, had long ago
pointed out that in the higher animal organisms
the physiological division of labour is more perfect
than in the lower. But neither Aristotle nor
Milne-Edwards, who revived his doctrine in the
last century, connected it with evolution, which,
indeed, neither of them accepted. This step seems